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CELLCHECK 500 AWARDS: 15 BARRYROE SUPPLIERS IN NATIONAL TOP 500
Congratulations to our 15 included in the national top 500 milk suppliers with the lowest SCC for 2020.
 

• Ger & Mary Harte, Richfordstown
• Jerry Keohane, Ballintemple
•  Noel O’Donovan, Ballymacwilliam
•  James Sexton, Lislevane, Bandon
•  Declan Flynn, Ballyhigeen, Lislevane
•  Kieran Whelton, Baureragh, Courtmacsherry
•  Peter Fleming, Barryshall, Timoleague
•  Barry Aherne, Burrane, Timoleague

•  Dan O’Mahony, Cloundereen, Timoleague
•  Vincent & Pat Burke, Ballycatten, Timoleague
•  Helen & Caroline O’Donovan, Brownstown
•  Gerard McCarthy, Ballymackean, Old Head
•  Daniel & Seamus Buckley, Ballymackean
•  John Joe O’Reilly, Kilbgobbin, Ballinspittle
• TJ Barry, Garrettstown, Ballinspittle

NEWS WATCH
MILK SUPPLY AND PRICE
July milk supply amounted to 11,598,901 litres which was a 0.1% increase 
on July 2020. Supply year-to-date is up 3% on the prior year. There was no 

change in the Co-op’s milk price with Barryroe continuing to pay €6.4125 
per kg of protein and €4.275 per kg of butterfat for variable priced milk. Our 
average constituents for the month were 3.38% protein 3.98% butterfat 
and our average price paid for variable priced milk is 38.22c/L, including 
0.5c SCC bonus and VAT @ 5.6%. The equivalent prices in the fixed milk 
price schemes are 34.74c/L and 35.24c/L for schemes 5 and 7 respectively. 

LIME: NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO APPLY IT TO GRAZING GROUND

Soil pH plays a key role in soil fertility. Maintaining the soil pH at the optimum 
level will increase the microbiological activity of the soil and will result in better 
soil nutrient recycling and release.  Soil pH is also critical for maximising the 
availability of nutrients applied in organic and chemical fertilisers. Lime is a 
soil conditioner. It corrects soil acidity by neutralising the acids in soils so that 
the micro-organisms can thrive, break down plant and animal residues and 
release the elements necessary for healthy plant growth, in particular nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium.

According to Teagasc, only 35% of soil samples from dairy and dry-stock farms 
nationally are at the optimum pH for grassland. Lime is a cheap input relative 
to the cost of fertilisers.

Growing as much grass as possible is the best opportunity to reduce on-farm 
costs. Soils maintained close to the target pH will have benefits of increased 
grass yields; more efficient utilisation of applied fertilisers and manures and 
better persistence of more productive species in the sward such as perennial 
ryegrass and clover. Limed soils also tend to release more Nitrogen from the 

soil organic matter. The ideal pH for grassland soils is pH 6.3 while the optimum 
pH for clover is 7.0. 

By applying lime every couple of years, it will help improve grass availability, 
raise soil pH and help condition the soil, this in turn will improve nutrient 
availability and soil structure. With better soil structure comes improved 
drainage, which allows for better root development and nutrient uptake.

August is generally a good month to apply lime to grazing ground as conditions 
are still quite good underfoot. Lime should be applied to low grass covers 
prevent it from sticking to the grass. Take the opportunity to apply lime to silage 
ground after 2nd or 3rd cuts if soil pH is sub optimal. Apply a maximum of 3 
tonne per acre. If soil results are showing that a field requires more than this, 
plan to spread again over the next couple of years. To minimise nitrogen losses 
from Urea and slurry, apply these first and wait 7-10 days before applying lime. 
Once lime is applied, wait at least 3 months before spreading Urea or slurry if 
concerned about nitrogen uptake.
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PAINT & DÉCOR CLEARANCE OFFERS

An Alkaline Grain-treatment
system for whole or rolled grains 

✓  Less acidosis
✓  Less laminitis
✓  Feed higher levels of
     home produced grains 
✓  Less requirement for
     purchased proteins 

Manufactured and produced by Inform Nutrition in Ireland for Irish Grain and Irish Conditions

www.informnutrition.com

For further information and stockists in 
your area please contact our nutritionists:

Sam Sweetnam - Munster - 086 043 7153
Liam Lacey - Leinster - 086 770 2570

Kevin Conroy - Connacht - 083 159 1892

INCREASE

GRAIN PROTEI
N

30%

NU
TRITIONALLY

ENHANCE FEED

✓  Healthy Animals 
✓  Better Animal Performance 
✓  No Waste   
✓  No fermentation losses
✓  Longer shelf life in storage
✓  Cost effective feed

Sandtex Masonry White 12Ltr

ONLY €34.95

Johnstones Contract Matt 
white 10Ltr

ONLY €19.95

Petersons Paragan Roller Set

ONLY €4.50

Dulux Soft Sheen/
Easycare Colour 2.5Ltr

BUY 2 & GET €10 OFF

Dulux Weathershield Colour 
10Ltr

€10
OFF

Sadolin Shed & Fence

20%
OFF

Karcher K5 Pressure Washer

€50
OFF

Barryroe 023 8840000. Ballinspittle 021 4778221. Inchybridge 023 8846207. 

Kilbrittain 023 8849605. Darrara 023 8833256.barryroe@barryroeco-op.ie.  www.barryroeco-op.ie.

GRASS SEED DEALS

Buy 5 Bags 

SuperMix

Grass Seed

Buy 10 Bags 

SuperMix

Grass Seed

Get

Gallup

5Ltr 

FREE

Get

Gallup

20Ltr 

FREE

Pastor 
Trio 2Ltr

€10 
OFF

(Excellent

dock control) 

(Weed Control in
new sown leys) 

Doxstar 
Pro 2Ltr

€10 
OFF

Further info:

• David Walsh 

086 8073 953 

• Luke Murray 

087 2720 716
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SUMMER MASTITIS – BEST PRACTICES
Article courtesy of AHI Cellcheck
Summer mastitis is a disease that has changed little over the years, 
affecting the same farms, year after year and often, just certain 
fields within those holdings. It is an acute disease of the non-
lactating mammary gland and flies are considered central to its 
transmission, and hence the association with summer. It is a serious 
condition and can be fatal if not treated promptly. 

Symptoms:  Often the first clinical sign is stiffness when the 
animal is walking. Other symptoms include a swollen, painful teat 
or quarter, and can be easily identified by careful observation, 
particularly when flies become attracted to it. In most cases, once 
the bacteria gain entry, they produce toxins which may lead to 
septicaemia (blood poison). As the illness progresses, further signs 
are swelling of the hind legs, obvious lethargy, and separation 
from the herd, abortion and even death. Some cows wall off the 
infection without showing any symptoms. Eventually in these 
cases, pus may burst out through the skin from the abscess formed 
within the affected quarter. 

Treatment:  Very few affected quarters recover, and treatment is 
aimed at saving the animal and the pregnancy. Treatment is most 
often via regular and repeated stripping of the affected quarter, 
to remove as much affected material as possible. This is combined 
with anti-inflammatories, and antibiotics, both intramammary 
and injectable. Oral or IV fluids may be necessary depending on 
how sick the cow is. Getting antibiotics to where they are needed 
is a challenge, as a large amount of pus is present, hence the 
importance of anti-inflammatory drugs. Heifers and cows with 
summer mastitis are best isolated to prevent the spread of the 
mastitis between animals. 

Management practices can be put in place to help reduce the 
incidence of summer mastitis. Firstly, the importance of having 
good fly control measures in place cannot be over emphasised. 
Flies should be controlled from early in the fly season using 
products containing synthetic pyrethroids which are available in 
pour-on preparations, or impregnated fly tags. Depending on the 
product used, it may need to be repeated regularly during the 
summer season. Also, the application of fly repellents around the 
udder area, such as traditional Stockholm tar and teat spray help 
reduce the number of flies attracted to the cow’s udder. 

Avoid grazing cows/in-calf heifers in fields that have a history 
of summer mastitis incidences. These tend to be fields that are near 
rivers or marshy areas or where there is a high density of trees/ 
hedges where flies tend to populate. More exposed pastures are 
preferred as high winds inhibit fly activity. 

Observing and checking animals on a regular basis is essential 
as the earlier the mastitis is detected the better the prognosis. 
Good hygiene measures at drying off and the use of teat sealers 
are essential control measures to minimise disease as the teat seal 
plugs the teat, preventing bacterial transfer from the environment 
and especially the fly.

Silage being picked up at a recent vintage silage day held in Killavarrig, Timoleague
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Barryroe: 023-8840000   Ballinspittle: 021-4778221   Inchybridge: 023-8846207   Kilbrittain: 023-8849605   Darrara: 023-8833256   Timoleague: 023-8846244
Email: barryroe@barryroeco-op.ie    Bill Cahill: 086-0241079    Hugh Holland: 087-6774336   Luke Murray: 087-2720716   David Walsh : 086-8073953


