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NATIONAL MASTITIS CONTROL PROGRAMME - FREE DRY COW CONSULT
•  Are you milk recording?
•  Is your bulk tank SCC consistently below 200,000 cells/mL?
•  Are you ready to reduce antibiotic use at drying off?

If so, then your herd may be suitable for a selective dry cow therapy 
strategy this winter. With the right hygiene, management and support, 
many herds are successfully reducing their antibiotic use at drying off, 
by developing selective dry cow strategies in consultation with their 
veterinary practitioners. A free Dry Cow Consult is available again this 
year for eligible herds, delivered through the Targeted Advisory Service 
on Animal Health, funded by the Rural Development Programme and 
coordinated by Animal Health Ireland. 

This 3-hour consultation is carried out with your selected trained 
veterinary practitioner and is an opportunity to assess the current drying 
off process and dry period performance and identify additional gains that 
can be made. Milk recording results and farm records will also be analysed 
to identify individual animals that may be suitable for a ‘non-antibiotic’ dry 
off, and the best way of implementing this. 

It is important to remember that a selective dry cow strategy is not without 
risk and is not something to embark on without seeking professional 
support and advice. 
For more information, and to apply for a Dry Cow Consult, see 
www.animalhealthireland.ie or ring AHI office on 071 9671928

NEWS WATCH
MILK SUPPLY AND PRICE
August milk supply amounted to 10,392,325 litres which was a 4% increase 
on August 2020. Supply year-to-date is up 4% on the prior year. There 
was no change in the Co-op’s milk price with Barryroe continuing to pay 
€6.4125 per kg of protein and €4.275 per kg of butterfat for variable priced 
milk. Our average constituents for the month were 3.53% protein 4.20% 

butterfat and our average price paid for variable priced milk is 40.28c/L, 
including 0.5c SCC bonus and VAT @ 5.6%. The equivalent prices in the 
fixed milk price schemes are 36.76c/L and 36.92c/L for schemes 5 and 7 
respectively. 

FARM PLASTIC COLLECTION 
The dates for Farm Plastic collection at the Grainstore Timoleague 2021 are 
Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th October.

CLOSING DATES FOR FERTILISER SPREADING
A reminder that we are approaching the deadline for the spreading of 
organic fertilisers. The deadline for spreading chemical fertiliser has 
arrived. Please ensure that all slurry tanks are emptied, and farmyard 
manure spread, as tough penalties will apply to those caught spreading 
during the closed period.

Deadline Dates:
• Chemical Fertiliser:   September 14th
• Slurry:          October 14th
• Farmyard Manure:    October 31st

Future Nitrates Directive Changes: 
There are upcoming changes in the Nitrates Directive rules which will 
impact all farms in the Barryroe catchment area. Locally, water quality 
has disimproved in the past five years. Chemical nitrogen along with 

slurry storage has come into question. Over the next decade, farming 
systems are going to be forced away from expansion and moved towards 
environmentally friendly and sustainable systems.  Barryroe Co-Op will 
endeavour to ensure any transition will be as smooth as possible. Our Agri-
advisory team can assist farmers by any means necessary including the 
following:

• Chemical and organic fertiliser plans.
• Working out storage requirements for slurry and soiled water.
• Identify different sustainable programmes that farmers can get 

involved in.

Over the next decade, there will be major challenges facing the farming 
community, and we will need to engage with, and tackle each in a 
constructive manner.

SLURRY ADDITIVE INCREASES NUTRIENT RECOVERY, REDUCES AMMONIA 
EMISSIONS 
How does it work? It provides a rich food source for microbes as well as 
dormant aerobic bacteria species that are able to feed on and break down 
the organic matter in the slurry and use the ammonia gas as a source of 
nitrogen to grow, thus turning it into microbial nitrogen.
 
Benefits in the tank:

• Reduces time required to agitate and pump slurry
• Less smell from fresh slurry when agitating or spreading
• Converts solids into plant-available liquid nutrients
• Reduces surface crusting

Benefits of treated slurry in the field
• grows more, better quality grass, reduces 

odour
• improves soil health by supplying “good” 

microbes
• is kinder to the soil organisms, including 

worms
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SEPTEMBER HARDWARE OFFERS

Multiwall polycarbonate 
sheeting 10mm

Ecoblaze Premium 10kg 
Hardwood Briquette

KILN DRIED BIRCH LOG 
POLYTHENE BAG 10KG

StormBoard

Now in stock Ex Central (Talk to your local 
Branch manager for more info)

Only €5.50 Collected
Or 20 For €99 Collected

Buy 10 & Get 1 FREE
Or Buy 60 & Get 10 FREE

Now in stock Ex Central (Talk to your local 
Branch manager for more info)

Pied Piper Halt 50 GRAIN 
(R & M - 50 X 50G SACHETS) 2.5KG

10%
OFF

Pied Piper HALT 50 WAX BLOCK
(R & M) BAIT 2.5KG

10%
OFF

Approved Stockists Of Sublime
Sublime is a complete ready-to-use high dry matter limed 
sawdust based product, (Talk to Dave Nyhan Inchybridge 

or your local Branch manager for more info)

GRADE A1 POLISH COAL OFFERS
(Polish Coal High Heat, Great Flame & Easy To Light)

5 x Grade A1 Polish Coal 20Kg For €49 Collected

20 x Grade A1 Polish Coal 20Kg For €189 Collected

50 x Grade A1 Polish Coal 20Kg For €449 Collected

SMOKELESS OFFERS
(Irelands No.1 Smokeless Product, Dual Purpose & Long Lasting)

5 x Supertherm 20Kg For €49 Collected
20 x Supertherm 20Kg For €189 Collected
50 x Supertherm 20Kg For €459 Collected



FEEDING MAIZE THIS WINTER
As we head into autumn, now is a good time to make a plan around your 
feed stocks for the upcoming winter. Most farms have more than enough 
silage in yards, however the main issue will be the quality, especially first 
cuts.  Blending this forage with high energy feeds such as maize, wholecrop 
or beet, as well as concentrates will help to maintain animal performance 
over the winter period for autumn calvers and in early lactation for spring 
calving herds. 

Most farmers who are planning on feeding maize this winter are either 
growing it themselves or have an agreement made to buy it from a local 
grower or contractor. However, for farmers who are not in this position, 
there are contractors locally who sell maize bales, which can be very 
convenient. They can be delivered when required, so they don’t take up 
the same space as maize pits, and also contain practically no waste, which 
is essential to make maize cost effective.

Maximise Maize Quality with Ecosyl Additives
As maize is an expensive crop to grow, it is important to minimise losses. 
Long term, growers will know that a high yielding maize crop is cost 
effective in terms of tonnes of dry matter in the pit. However, losses can 
occur after harvest as maize can be a breeding ground for ‘bad bugs’. 

Dying or dead tissue in maize crops at harvest provides a haven for 

undesirable micro-organisms. As too does dirt and decomposing crop 
debris that accumulate in the plant’s leaf joints, while the stem base can be 
a ‘hot spot’ for mould spores. These are in addition to maize diseases – such 
as eyespot and smut. And all these ‘bad bugs’ end up in the clamp, where 
some of them can play havoc with how well maize is preserved. 

Maize can also suffer invisible losses, not just obvious losses from visible 
yeasts and moulds. Most of us are familiar with losses from yeasts and 
moulds growing in the silage in the presence of air, resulting in heating. 
But this is only part of the story. Poor fermentation caused by the wrong 
types of bacteria in the clamp can also cause similar losses in dry matter.

The dual-acting additives Ecocool and Eco-Corn are designed to improve 
fermentation and have been shown to reduce yeast and mould growth 
from the top to the bottom of the clamp. Both of the main Volac additives 
recommended for maize, Ecocool and Ecocorn, include the same beneficial 
bacterial strain found in Ecosyl.  Research has shown that treating with 
Ecocool cut yeast numbers and slashed total fresh weight maize silage 
losses (from poor fermentation and aerobic spoilage) by around a third. 
Also, Eco-Corn has kept maize silage removed from the clamp cool and 
stable for more than 8 days. Contact David Walsh or Luke Murray to see 
which maize additive best suits your situation. 

AROMABIOTIC DAIRY SUPPLEMENT IMPROVES IMMUNITY
Supplementation with Aromabiotic, supports the 
dairy cow by improving the rumen fermentation 
and the immune status. It is a carefully balanced 
mixture of Medium Chain Fatty Acids, providing 
benefits of improved immunity. Trials have shown 
that supplementation with Aromabiotic increases 
significantly blood and milk neutrophil viability 
and thus improves the immune status in both 
heifers and cows.

Good quality neutrophils are very important around calving, since every 
cow suffers from an immune-suppression or lowered immune response at 
this time. This lowering of the immune system is nature’s way to prepare 
for calving, allowing for the foetus and placenta to enter the birth passage. 
During this period the neutrophil function can decrease by 25-40%. This is 
the reason there is a greater risk of infection and disease over the transition 

period. Problems such as milk fever, retained cleanings, metritis, LDAs, and 
mastitis are commonly seen.

 Benefits of improved immunity include:
• Fewer cases of infections requiring antibiotic treatment
• Less inflammation means maximising milk production
• Easier calving period for animals and farmers
• Less infections result in quicker return to positive energy balance and 

increased fertility

Reducing the severity of this immune-suppression will aid the cow in 
her struggle against infections in early lactation. Trial work by Nuscience 
has shown that supplementing the diet with Aromabiotic for at least 3- 
4 weeks, increases the viability/effectiveness of the neutrophils which 
in turn means an improved immune status. Talk to David or Luke about 
including Aromabiotic in your pre-calving mineral this season.

NDC & KERRYGOLD QUALITY MILK AWARDS
Congratulations to the Hurley family, Barleyfield, on being shortlisted for 
the 2021 NDC & Kerrygold Quality Milk Awards. The awards recognise, 
and celebrate, the highest standards of excellence in dairy farming. The 

Hurleys represented Barryroe Co-op, one of 12 dairy Co-op’s nationwide, 
that reached the finals.

National finalists, the Hurley family, Barleyfield, pictured with Olympic gold medallist, Kelly Harrington, at the NDC Kerrygold awards in Moorepark.
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Barryroe: 023-8840000   Ballinspittle: 021-4778221   Inchybridge: 023-8846207   Kilbrittain: 023-8849605   Darrara: 023-8833256   Timoleague: 023-8846244
Email: barryroe@barryroeco-op.ie    Bill Cahill: 086-0241079    Hugh Holland: 087-6774336   Luke Murray: 087-2720716   David Walsh : 086-8073953


