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BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT AT SHINAGH DAIRY FARM - FarmZeroC
Shinagh Farm will demonstrate that Irish dairying can be sustainable 
environmentally, economically, and socially. A key aspect of farm environmental 
sustainability is how much wild nature exists on the farm – the extent of 
habitats such as hedgerow, woodland, wetland, earth banks, ditches, and semi-
natural grassland. 

The new Space for Nature eco-scheme reflects DAFM’s interest in retaining 
wild nature in the farming landscape, with farms above 7% habitat cover 
qualifying. The EU would like to see greater ambition, with a 10% habitat target 
being set by the EU’s 2030 Biodiversity Strategy. Shinagh Management have 
agreed to match that ambition with a roadmap for biodiversity laid out to meet 
the 7% target this year and work towards the 10% target over the next decade. 

As of 2022, Shinagh Farm has 6.45% habitat cover, half of which is hedgerow 
underscoring how important hedgerows are for wild nature in Ireland. Shinagh 
also has ancient Oak Woodland, at least dating back to the 1830’s, a very 
valuable and rare habitat in Ireland, and for which Native Woodland Scheme 
conservation grants are available. 

To reach the Space for Nature eco-scheme 7% target, the following measures 
are being implemented in 2022:

• Increasing field margins on selected south facing hedgerows by 1.5 
meters (+0.4%)

• Creating a wetland out of a persistently waterlogged pasture (+0.1%)
• Managing mown lawn areas as wildflower meadows (+0.08%)
• Creating a new species rich hedge along a driveway (+0.06%)

Eurospar @ Barryroe Co-op has received the Excellence Ireland Quality Association Award for Hygiene and Food Safety. The Co-op has invested heavily 
in grocery retailing in recent years, and it’s fantastic to see this being rewarded. Huge congratulations must go to our Retail Manager and his team, it’s 
great to see their hard work acknowledged in receiving the Q mark award.

Pictured are Amanda Ahern, Joe O’Leary, John Cuddihy, Peadar O’Donovan, Sheila Tyndall, and Geraldine Collins.

www.barryroeco-op.ie

MILK SUPPLY AND PRICE
February milk supply amounted to 5,492,531 litres which was a 6% decrease 
on February 2021. Positive market conditions resulted in Barryroe increasing 
its price to €7.6125 per kg of protein and €5.075 per kg of butterfat, which 
represents a 1 c/L increase for variable priced milk. Our average constituents 
for the month were 3.29% protein 4.35% butterfat and our average price paid 
for variable priced milk is 47.63 c/L, including 0.88c SCC bonus and VAT @ 5.5%. 
The equivalent price in our fixed milk price scheme 7 is 35.78 c/L.

NEW AGRI ADVISOR – AMANDA NUGENT
A native of Donegal, Amanda attended Gurteen 
Agricultural College, Tipperary, and then graduated from 
Waterford Institute of Technology with a Science degree 
in Agriculture. She previously worked with ABP Bandon 
where she held the position of Animal Welfare Officer.

Amanda will provide technical advice to our farmers 
including nutrient management planning, as well as 
designing and evaluating diets for individual animal 
groups. She is available to call to farmers to give advice 
on farm inputs and can be contacted on 087 2720716. 

As Luke Murray is reducing his role with the Co-op to concentrate on his home 
farm, the Co-op welcomes Amanda to fill this vital agri-advisory role.

UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
The Board of Barryroe Co-op has approved payment of a substantial donation towards the Irish Red Cross - Ukraine Crisis Appeal. 
The Co-op is opening up this donation whereby customers and suppliers also have the opportunity to contribute if they so wish. 
Collection boxes will be in place at our retail outlets over the next fortnight, and the collective donation will be paid over on 31 

March. Employing a number of Ukrainians, the humanitarian crisis is particularly pertinent to Staunton Foods, which has already 
financially assisted with flights and accommodation, the arrival of ten family members, including three children.



AGRI OFFERS

Premium Calf Jackets

BUY 4 & GET 1 FREEONLY €19.95
Forcefield Milking Gloves

PRE SEASON DEAL
Eprinex 5Ltr

SAVE
€20

ONLY €39.95
FencePro Geared Reel

ONLY €14.95
FencePro Poly Tape 200Mtr

+ 130 AMP BATTERY FREE
Cheetah Cub 9V Fencer

BUY 10 & GET 1 FREE
Gallagher Pig Tail Posts

BUY 5 FOR €10
FencePro Gate Handle

ONLY €21.95

Elephant Screw in Ring Insulator 
Bkt 100

Ultimate spot weed
control in Grassland

NETTLES

BRAMBLES

DOCKS

THISTLES

GORSE

Targets the roots for long term control

Fully approved for handheld spot treatment

Scrub Killer Ultra 3Ltr

NEW PRODUCT
EXCELLENT VALUE
CONVENIENT PACK SIZE

NEW



FODDER AND SUGAR BEET OPTIONS 2022
• Due to uncertainty in the feed markets, Fodder and Sugar Beet may 

be great options as hi-energy feed for cattle this winter. 
•  Beet is well suited to grow in our climate that give the highest yields 

of dry matter, fresh yield, and net energy of all forage crops.

• Free draining land that is sufficiently limed (pH 7) that has adequate 
P and K should be considered. Other elements that are important 
include Boron (applied in basal dressing) and Magnesium.

Weeds:
• Weed control is straightforward with a programmed approach based 

around Debut, Beetup Flo and Oblix should be used.
• Conviso Beet is a new technology where only one spray, Conviso One 

is used at the early post emergent stage.  If speedwells are an issue 
Goltix should be included.

• The crop should be monitored throughout the growing season 
for pest attack from Mangold flies, aphids and capsids and treated 
appropriately.

Fertiliser Recommendations:
Slurry can be used to reduce the amount of chemical fertiliser needed. 
3000 gallons of thick slurry will replace the equivalent of a bag of 15-15-90.

2022 Variety Choice
• For high yields of dry matter then white skinned fodder beet varieties 

such as Emermax or Gustea should be grown.  
• For home feeding Alisha sugar beet should be grown due to its higher 

yield of dry matter per acre.

FORAGE MAIZE IS WORTH CONSIDERING FOR 2022
• Forage Maize offers an excellent value, high quality feed for growers. 
• It acts as a perfect buffer feed in the shoulders of the year to 

complement low dry matter grass. 
•  This high fibre, high energy feed is also an excellent option for Winter 

Milk Producers who are reliant on producing large volumes of milk 
from forage. 

•  However, maize is not for everyone. There are several factors that 
should be considered before deciding to sow maize this spring.

Site: Choose a warm, sheltered south facing field with light to medium 
soil type and good drainage as maize will not tolerate compaction. Site 
altitudes should not exceed 100m. 

Sowing: The sowing of Maize can begin when soil temperatures are above 
8ºC so sowing dates can vary from year to year. The soil temperature at 
the time of sowing has a major effect on the rate of crop establishment 
and is probably the most important factor to consider when sowing maize. 

Prepare a fine, firm seedbed 10-12 cm (4-5 inches) deep, like that for beet 
crops. Aim to drill 40000 – 45000 seeds/acre.
*No fertiliser K is required where soil K is above 250mg/l
Plastic: Plastic cover acts as an insurance policy for growers as it helps to 
deliver consistent yield and quality. Barryroe recommends Samco pinhole 
plastic cover (roll covers 0.6 hectares/1.5 acres) as it is tried and trusted to 
perform. 

Fertiliser: Slurry can be used to reduce the amount of chemical fertiliser 
needed. 3000 gallons of thick slurry will replace the equivalent of a bag of 
15-15-90. 

Weed Control: Applying glyphosate before sowing can help to reduce the 
overall weed burden on the field. Herbicide should be applied under the 
plastic at time of sowing and a follow up spray should be applied before 
the crop gets too high if a top up is required.

Varieties: Site selection is important when choosing maize varieties. Once 
again, Barryroe recommends using either P8200 and P8201 varieties for 
sheltered, warm sites, while Feeditop, Spyci and Ambition are varieties 
more suited to exposed or more challenging sites.

Nutrient Requirements (units/acre)

Index N P K

1 Very Low 156 56 256+80Mg

2 Low 124 44 192

3 Medium 96 32 128

4 High 64 16 64

Nutrient Requirements (units/acre)

Index N P K

1 144 56 200

2 112 40 180

3 88 32 152

4 60 16 96*

Alisha Sugar Beet Fodder Beet

 13-20 t/ha 13-20 t/ha

Fresh Yield 55-88 t/ha 70-110 t/ha

DM % 21-22.5% 12-19%

Crude Protein 5-7% 6-8%

ME (MJ/KG DM) 14 13.5

Variety Rel Root DM 
Yield expected

Rel Root Fresh 
Yield Expected

Expected Root 
DM% Root Colour % Root Over 

Ground
Soil Tare

(1-9, 9= Best)
Leaf Score

(1-9, 9=best) Comments

Conventional Sugar Beet

Alisha 112 97 22.5 White 20 3 6 Top Sugar Beet Variety

High Dry Matter Fodder Beet

Enermax 100 100 19.6 White 24 4 8 Very High DM yield and Fresh Yield

Gustea 106 99 21.0 White 23 4 7 New very high DM variety with 
excellent leaves at harvest

Magnum 93 96 19.0 White 22 4 8 Traditional variety with all round good 
performance
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Barryroe: 023-8840000   Ballinspittle: 021-4778221   Inchybridge: 023-8846207   Kilbrittain: 023-8849605   Darrara: 023-8833256   Timoleague: 023-8846244
Email: barryroe@barryroeco-op.ie    Bill Cahill: 086-0241079    Hugh Holland: 087-6774336   Amanda Nugent: 087-2720716   David Walsh : 086-8073953


