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SOWING AND ESTABLISHING WHITE CLOVER
Courtesy of Mark O’Sullivan Teagasc

Benefits of White Clover
• Clover can fix atmospheric nitrogen allowing you to reduce your 

fertiliser inputs.
•  Feed Value - Livestock find white clover very palatable, which 

contributes to body condition and milk out-put.
•  Improved soil structure.

Before Establishing
• It’s essential that the selected paddock is at an optimum level for pH, 

P and K. 
• Weed management after establishment is very difficult so there 

should be a low weed burden on that paddock prior to sowing 
• Large leaf clover varieties are more suited to silage fields while 

medium leaf varieties are best suited for grazing. Use varieties that 
are from the recommended list.

Establishing
• Optimum sowing dates are between mid-April and mid-June. 
• For direct reseeding, prepare a fine firm seedbed and sow to a depth 

of 12-14cm. 

• Don’t sow clover seed too deep. Include clover at a rate of 1-2kg/acre. 
• Ensure good seed contact by rolling. 
• For establishment of clover no chemical Nitrogen should be applied 

to the seed bed as you don’t want to shade out the clover seedlings 
with grass.

Managing Post Establishment
• Use a Clover safe post emergence spray to kill any weeds. 
• Light penetration at the base of the sward is essential for good clover 

establishment. 
• To maximise this light at the base, graze every 18-20 days. 
• Once the clover is established reduce the rate of Nitrogen spread from 

May-August. This will give clover the best opportunity to compete 
with the grass and fix atmospheric Nitrogen.

Reducing Bloat Risk
• For animals accustomed to clover swards bloat is not usually an issue. 
• Introduce animals gradually to clover swards. The use of a strip wire is 

essential if going from paddocks of low clover to a paddock with lots 
of clover. 

• Target grazing the higher clover sward in dry weather or use bloat oil 
in the water (25ml/LU/Day)

Abbeymahon; Gearóid Holland
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MILK SUPPLY AND PRICE
March milk supply amounted to 10,161,948 litres which was an 8% 
decrease on March 2021.  Positive market conditions resulted in Barryroe 
increasing its price to €8.2935 per kg of protein and €5.529 per kg of 
butterfat, which represents a 4 c/L increase for variable priced milk. Our 
average constituents for the month were 3.27% protein 4.28% butterfat 
and our average price paid for variable priced milk is 51.29 c/L, including 
0.5c SCC bonus and VAT @ 5.5%. The equivalent price in our fixed milk 
price scheme 7 is 35.32 c/L.

RENTAL PREMISES AVAILABLE
Rental premises at Barryroe Co-op will be available from 1 July 2022.  
Currently operating as a beauty salon, and adjacent to the hair salon, 
viewings by appointment, contact Stephen O’Leary.

UKRAINE APPEAL DONATION
A huge thank you to the Co-op’s farmers, customers, and staff for their 
generous contributions.  To date, a collective donation of €14,000 has been 
paid over to the Irish Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal.  Staunton Foods is 
also continuing to assist with accommodation for a number of Ukrainian 
families including children.



AGRI OFFERS

ONLY €19.95
Forcefield Milking Gloves

Eprinex 5Ltr

10%
OFF

Fil Tail Paint

10%
OFF

Bimeprime Eprinomectin
Pour-on 5Ltr

(Zero Milk Withdrawl/Oil based)

SAVE
€25

ONLY €34.95

Fence Pro Geared Reel 
with Gate Handle

BUY 2 BUNDLES 10 
FOR €25

Fence Pro 8mm Pigtail Post Black

BUY 4 FOR €20

Fence Pro Screw In 
Insulators Pk 25

Ultimate spot weed
control in Grassland

NETTLES

BRAMBLES

DOCKS

THISTLES

GORSE

Targets the roots for long term control

Fully approved for handheld spot treatment

Scrub Killer Ultra 3Ltr
NEW PRODUCT
EXCELLENT VALUE
CONVENIENT PACK SIZE

NEW

+ 130 AMP BATTERY
Cheetah Cub 9V Fencer

10%
OFF

Ecosyl Silage products

10%
OFF

Buy Pallet 5FT KILN DRIED 3” 
POST (BROWN)

Buy Pallet 5FT KILN DRIED 4” 
POST (BROWN)

SAVE €90

SAVE €60



UPDATE FROM UCD LYONS’S RESEARCH FARM
Courtesy of Finbarr Mulligan

Background: In regions where it is possible to 
grow and graze large quantities of highly digestible 
perennial ryegrass, it is favourable to produce as 
much milk as possible from this low-cost feed source.  
However, dairy production systems that have been 
developed to utilise large quantities of grazed grass 
have mostly been based on low output per cow.  In 
this scenario, high levels of profitability are possible 
through avid cost control and comparatively high 
stocking rates. 

There are now reasons to consider the development of grazing systems 
that are based on high output per cow. 

• Given the significant costs associated with farm expansion and the 
fact that many farmers are operating on a land-bank that is limiting 
the expansion of their business, higher output spring calving grazing 
systems may offer an opportunity to grow the dairy business. 

•  Such a system might facilitate the successful expansion of the farm 
business without the need to buy or rent extra land, to buy stock, to 
acquire extra labour or to provide extra cow facilities. 

•  The focus in such a system is on maximising milk/milk solids output 
from the existing land holding which involves high output from 
individual cows. This will occur most efficiently through maximising 
the use of grazed grass/home grown forage in the system and the 
strategic use of supplementation thereafter.  

•  At a national level the adaption of such a system would allow 
for the continued expansion of the Irish dairy industry without 
the need to increase dairy cow numbers by as much as low output 
systems require.

In this ongoing study, the animal and grassland performance for a grazing 
system based on high output per cow and the resultant dairy production 
system profitability will be reported.  The project started in 2016 and data 
has been collected for 6 production years. To date, the system has been 
profitable, achievable, and sustainable. The experiment will continue until 
2023. 

Description of the project

Performance Update on Farm:
• The herd of 57 cows had an overall EBI of €204, a milk sub-index of €69 

and a fertility sub-index of €81 (January 2021, evaluation). 
• The performance target is 625 kg of milk solids per cow per lactation 

with a stocking rate on the milking platform of 3.27 LU/ha and a whole 
farm stocking rate of 2.33 LU/ha. 

• The performance target is >50% higher than the national average 
figure of approximately 405 kg of milk solids per cow. 

• Fertility targets are ambitious for a high output herd and are the same 
as those used to benchmark for lower output high fertility herds (75% 
6-week in calf rate for the milking herd).

Fertility:
• The breeding season totaled 10 weeks in 2021; it commenced on 

Saturday the 1st of May 2021. Twenty-one-day Submission rate was 
95% with a 1st service conception rate of 72%. 

•  Six weeks in calf rate was a very respectable 87%.  
•  The overall empty rate, including cows not selected for breeding, was 

7%.

Grassland:
• This system has a very strong focus on growing and utilising as much 

grass as possible. In 2021 the milking platform grew 13.8 t DM/ha. 
• We continue to try and maximise grazed grass intake with the late 

summer and early autumn period a focus for achieving this.  
•  Forty five percent of the milking platform is now in grass and clover 

swards, and it is our intention to increase the use of clover and reduce 
the amount of chemical nitrogen use appropriately.

Findings to date:
• High levels of milk and milk solids output per cow and per ha are 

achievable from moderate concentrate feed input in a grazing system.  
•  These high levels of output are possible from cows that score highly 

on a selection index that has had a significant fertility component for 
some time.  

•  High levels of grass utilisation can also be achieved in higher output 
grazing systems. The system also delivers good levels of profitability.  
Attention will now turn to producing and publishing more 
environmental metrics on the system.

Parameter Target 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Cow numbers 60 58 60 59 58 57 57

Six weeks in calf 
rate% 75 59 54 83 79 87 87

Average lactation 
days 305 301 305 305 305 305 298

Yield/cow (actual) 7750 7407 7466 6790 7381 7503 7733

Milk solids/cow 
(actual) 625 588 595 544 586 606 629

Concentrates per 
cow kg 1500 1500 1500 1500 1500 1500 1500

Table 1: Performance Summary 2016 to 2021
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Barryroe: 023-8840000   Ballinspittle: 021-4778221   Inchybridge: 023-8846207   Kilbrittain: 023-8849605   Darrara: 023-8833256   Timoleague: 023-8846244
Email: barryroe@barryroeco-op.ie    Bill Cahill: 086-0241079    Hugh Holland: 087-6774336   Amanda Nugent: 087-2720716   David Walsh : 086-8073953


